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Housing those most in need: 
One step forward and two steps back 

 
Did you know? 

 
• In 1990 Massachusetts provided state rental assistance to 20,000 households.  Today 

only 10,000 households receive assistance from the Massachusetts Rental Voucher 
Program. 

 
• In 1990 Massachusetts invested $126 million in the state rental assistance program. In 

FY 2019 that appropriation was $100 million.  If the amount from 1990 had kept pace 
with inflation in 2019 it would have equaled $246 million. 

• Between 2000 and 2018, Massachusetts’ resident population increased from 6.36 
million to 6.9 million, an 8.5 percent increase. 

 
• In 2000, the Department of Transitional Assistance supported a total shelter capacity 

for 993 families.  Today, the family emergency shelter capacity is approximately 3,500, 
a 252 percent increase. 

 
• The authors of smart growth zoning legislation, 40R, estimated that it would lead to the 

construction of 33,000 new units over ten years.  The legislation was enacted in June 
2004.  As of 2017, only 3,500 units had been built or were under construction (almost 
half of which had already received or applied for special or comprehensive permits.)  
The commonwealth has spent $20 million in incentives. 

 
• In April 2019, the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston found that the inventory of 

affordable rental housing for ELI households1 declined between 2011 and 2016. 
 

• The Federal Reserve’s report also found that in 2016 28% of all renter households in 
Massachusetts were ELI households (after removing student-led households). 

 
• The Housing Choices bill filed by the Baker Administration allows communities to 

rezone with 51% vote rather than two-thirds if, among other reasons, certain 
developments have not less than 10 percent of the housing affordable to households 
whose annual income is less than 80 percent2 of the area wide median income. 

 
• There are almost 350,000 very low and extremely low income households spending 

more than 50 percent of their income on rent.  This is more than double those in the 
low income, near median income, and above median income groups combined. 

  
For more information contact  

Steve Farrell at steven.farrell@metrohousingboston.org or (617) 425-6673. 

                                                           
1 $32,000 for a family of three in the Boston area. 
2 $80,300 for a family of three in the Boston area. 
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