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As some of these households 
struggle to keep up with their 
bills, they teeter on the edge 
of homelessness. ! at is where 
the Residential Assistance for 
Families in Transition (RAFT) 
program comes in. RAFT is 
the stateÕs largest homelessness 
prevention program.
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Metropolitan Boston Housing Partnership (MBHP) is a leading nonprofi t dedicated 
to connecting the residents of Greater Boston with safe, decent homes they can aff ord. It 
is Massachusetts’ largest regional rental assistance provider and administers a Housing 
Consumer Education Center, providing rental assistance, homebuyer and housing 
counseling, information and referrals to thousands of households across Boston and 28 
surrounding communities each year. 
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“I was homeless for almost two years. My daughter and I were sleeping house to 
house, sofa to sofa. We even spent many nights at my job. … A friend of mine said, ‘Call 
RAFT.’ … Th anks to you and RAFT, my baby has a place to call home. … For once in 
months, the tears I cried was tears of joy.”         

– Wennel, MBHP RAFT client
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! is report describes 
MBHPÕs RAFT pro# le and 
the greatest needs of residents 
during the 2015 and 2016 # scal 
years. ! e RAFT program 
serves families who have 
very low and extremely low 
incomesi.
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i Not less than 50 percent of the funding will be available for families with an income at or below 30 
percent of AMI, and a maximum of 50 percent for families between 30-50 percent AMI, in accordance 
with the state budget. To be eligible for RAFT aid a family of three in the Greater Boston area would have 
been earning no more than $44,150.  ! e average income of a family receiving RAFT in MBHPÕs region 
was $19,957 in FY 2016.

ii MBHP tracks families who return for RAFT assistance more than once over the subsequent years. 
Data from MBHP show the following:

Fiscal Years Repeat families  Percent of families who return
FY 13 and 14   72  8 percent
FY 13 and 15   58  6 percent
FY 13 and 16   82  9 percent
FY 14 and 15   54  5 percent
FY 14 and 16  103  10 percent
FY 15 and 16  101  10 percent
FY 13,14 and 15   15  2 percent
FY 13,14,15 and 16  6  1 percent
FY 14, 15 and 16  14  1.4 percent
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! is report was written and compiled by Noah 
Ho$ enberg, director of Housing Assistance CorporationÕs 
Housing Information Department, for the Regional 
Housing Network of Massachusetts and MBHP. It was 
designed at HAC with the help of Kristen vonHentschel.
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